
November 2015 

Church & Chapel 

News 
Bringing you up to date on what 

is happening at your Church 

You might say, not a lot! 

But actually there is, so we thought that we would update you on what 

has happened, what is happening and how you can get involved. 

 

St Mary’s Church Roof  

One of the secondary beams in the church roof is failing and must be 

replaced. It is above the South-West corner of the nave where a 

distortion of the pattern of beams can be seen.  

Replacement of this beam will be a major undertaking. It will involve 

carefully lifting the lead roof covering to gain access to the failing beam 

as well as the installation of scaffolding within the church for support 

and to provide access to the beam.  

Turn to page 3 to read more... 

The Organ 

The magnificent organ in St Mary’s Church was installed in 1894. A 

recent valuation estimated that if this organ were to be built today it 

would cost £140,000. For many years it had been performing poorly 

and in 2014 the Church Council decided that a full and extensive 

restoration was necessary.  Turn over to read more…. 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 What is happening to the 
Church Roof? 

 Chapel Restoration, what 
happens next? 

 Christmas coming to you 



THE ORGAN, CONTINUED 

THE EAST WINDOW 

The organ was completely 

dismantled and all the major 

components (pipes, soundboards, 

swell box, keys, pedals and 

bellows) were cleaned and 

restored. An electric blower was 

installed and the front pipes were 

repainted. Those who have heard 

the organ recently will agree that 

volume and tone have been 

improved beyond recognition. 

The cost of restoration was 

generously and anonymously 

donated by a parishioner. 

 

The beautiful East Window 

of St Mary’s Church was 

donated by Queen Victoria 

in 1855 to commemorate 

her benefactor, John 

Camden Neild, who had left 

a quarter of a million 

pounds to the Queen in his 

will. For many years this 

wonderful window had 

been protected on the 

outside by a metal grill but 

recent erosion and 

disintegration of the metal 

have left the window very 

vulnerable.  

The Church Council wrote 

to Prince Charles 

requesting financial 

support for the installation 

of a new protection for the 

window donated by his 

great-great-great-

grandmother, and received 

a generous grant from The 

Prince of Wales’s Charitable 

Foundation towards the 

cost of the work. 
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The grill was installed by Neil Tuckett in May this year. 



“as caretakers of this magnificent church, 
we are working to ensure that the people 
of North Marston remain proud of their 
church in the years ahead”   

ST MARY’S CHURCH ROOF 

The total cost of this work is estimated at £34,963.  

Early in December 2014, it was announced that fifteen million pounds 

would be made available nationally for the repair of church roofs. 

Applications for this funding had to be received by 30th January! The 

Church Council completed this mammoth task with a few days to spare 

and was rewarded by the award of a grant of £24,100. The church will 

be able to reclaim VAT on the work leaving £5,036 to be found from the 

Restoration Fund. 

All bat roosts are protected by law and a specialist ecological survey 

must be conducted in the church on three separate occasions. If bats 

are present in the affected area, a licence will be required from Natural 

England before the work can start.  

We have now had permission to start on this project. The work is 

scheduled to start in early March, aiming to be completed by May 2016. 

 

CHURCH & CHAPEL 
RESTORATION FUND-
RAISING 

This year the Restoration 

Committee reintroduced the 

concept of the £10 Challenge. 

This is where people were given 

£10 to see how this money 

could be invested and returned 

after a 4 month period. 

 So over the summer, people 

have been busy investing their 

£10. People's entrepreneurship 

has certainly been working. 

From a magnificent soup lunch, 

to car washing, selling eggs & 

cakes, afternoon teas, Italian 

antipasti evenings. A great deal 

of fun and food have been 

consumed! 

 Amazingly this £10 Challenge 

has so far raised over £2,600 

for the restoration of the 

Church and Chapel. 

 So thank you everyone who 

has baked, bought, eaten, 

washed and sold! 

South west corner of nave roof, where the repair work will be needed. 

  

3 

…. AND SO IT GOES ON 

Church working parties have 

recently tidied up the Church 

surrounds, weeded the 

pathways, painted the Church 

gates and linseed oiled the 

Church’s exterior doors and it 

all  looks much better.  In the 

near future, we plan to oil the 

other doors, paint the side 

gate & fencing and cut back 

the churchyard trees which 

are interfering with overhead 

power and phone lines.   

Then, as finances permit, we 

want to replace the concrete 

pathway through the 

churchyard, repair the eroded 

tracery to the magnificent 

stained glass East Window 

and restore the ancient and 

very special Reredos Screen 

behind the altar.   If you 

would like to help, please 

contact Pete York on 670479  

A FABULOUS HARVEST LUNCH 

The Harvest Festival was celebrated with a fabulous ‘Bring and Share’ 

lunch in the Church after the service on the 4th October. Over 90 

people stayed and shared lunch together, including many new people in 

the village. It was so successful we are going to do it again.                     

So come and join in next time. 



A few photos of 
the stonework 
showing the 
desperate need 
for repair 

 

AFTER THE 
RESTORATION OF 
THE STONE WORK 

These are just a few photos to 

show what the stonework now 

looks like. 

Spot the difference! 

Two of the church's rare and 

ornate pinnacles were lost to 

erosion many decades ago, 

making it so important to 

preserve those that remain. The 

photograph shows the north-

east pinnacle which would have 

eventually toppled due to 

erosion at the base if the 

crumbling masonry had not 

been replaced with the new 

stone block. 

BEFORE IT CRUMBLED AWAY 

St Mary’s Church is a Grade 1 

Listed Building and is inspected 

every five years by the church 

architect. The most recent report 

highlighted many serious defects 

in the stonework. These were all 

made good in 2014 at a total cost 

of £13,893.  

The most serious defects were on 

the outside of the church on the 

North side (facing the school). 

The masonry was eroded at all 

levels affecting the walls, the 

buttresses and the parapets 

requiring descaling, repointing 

and weathering with lime mortar. 

The stair turret above the vestry 

(providing access to the roof) was 

also very worrying with erosion so 

severe that the top courses 

needed to be replaced and rebuilt 

with additional support provided.  

The eight ornate pinnacles are 

rare and outstanding features of 

the church. The pinnacle on the 

North-East of the church was 

eroded at the base requiring a full 

width repair to avoid collapse.  

Internally, many minor repairs, re

-pointings and groutings were 

carried out and a large area of 

loose plaster close to the organ 

needed to be removed and re-

plastered. 

The work was carried out by 

Boden and Ward who were 

responsible for the excellent 

restoration of the church tower in 

2006.  

Our most recent Quinquennial (5 

yr.) Inspection was carried out by 

our architect in July 15.  He 

identified a number of areas 

where routine maintenance was 

required but, thankfully, other 

than the planned roof repair, he 

did not identify any major 

essential repair works required on 

the building.  
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“It will provide a much needed meeting room that can be used by local 
businesses as a way of supporting rural working”  

The Methodist Church (chapel) was built in 1864. The decline in 

Methodist worship in the village over the last few decades has seen the 

building deteriorate and become unsightly. The Church Council is 

committed to restoring the chapel as an attractive building and a 

valuable village asset. The 

building has a large hall suitable 

for functions involving large 

numbers of people and a smaller 

room used for  meetings, Sunday 

School and smaller groups. The 

thriving North Marston History 

Club will provide educational 

story boards and displays of 

archives as a permanent display 

of our rich village heritage.  

 

THE CHAPEL RESTORATION 
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Those who know the building will appreciate that it is on two levels: the 

kitchen, toilet and committee room are two feet three inches higher than 

the main hall. To create a functional space and to allow disability access to 

all parts of the building, the floor of the main hall will be raised to the same 

level as the rest of the building. This will, of course, raise the main entrance 

by the same amount and a new porch will be created that blends in with the 

attractive brick work on the façade which faces the village. Internally the 

lay-out of the building will be improved, a toilet with disability access will 

be installed and the kitchen enlarged. 

Planning permission for the work was granted in June 2015. The Church 

Council is currently arranging funding for the project and is optimistic that 

work will begin early in 2016 

FUNDRAISING HELP 

Next year there will be a 

number of initiatives to help 

with fundraising for this 

Chapel restoration.  

If you think that you can 

help, then contact Jean 

Wright on the Restoration 

Committee on 670251 



PRIMARY BUSINESS 
ADDRESS 

YOUR ADDRESS LINE 2 

YOUR ADDRESS LINE 3 

YOUR ADDRESS LINE 4 

This would be a good place to insert a short paragraph about your organization. It 

might include the purpose of the organization, its mission, founding date, and a brief 

history. You could also include a brief list of the types of products, services, or 

programs your organization offers, the geographic area covered (for example, western 

U.S. or European markets), and a profile of the types of customers or members served. 

It would also be useful to include a contact name for readers who want more 

information about the organization. 

SHARING CHRISTMAS WITH YOU 
Our Church community continues to thrive and grow and we are 

aware that it is often at Christmas when people find themselves 

in Church for a Carol Service or Christingle. 

This year, we are bringing Christmas to you with a Living 

Nativity. 

On Saturday 19th December, 3.00pm the Christmas Story will be 

played out on the streets of North Marston. Travelling just as 

Mary and Joseph did; from one end of the village to the other. 

Meet at Peartree Cottage, Portway and encounter the Shepherds 

and the Wise Men and continue to follow the Star down to the 

Barn at Marston Gate House and witness the start of Christmas 

This is for everyone, including children, as a way of sharing the 

Christmas Story right on your doorstep. So come and join us, and 

follow the star! 

Drinks & refreshments will be served. Outdoor footwear and 

torches are recommended 

North Marston 

Living Nativity 

Newsletter donated by Jade Business Solutions Ltd 

www.jadesolutions.co.uk 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, NORTH MARSTON 
IS FOR YOU... 

We hope you’ve enjoyed reading about what we’re seeking to do to maintain our historic buildings and 

from time to time we’ll issue further updates. 

As you will realise our purpose as a Church Community is not just to maintain a building but to help people 

to experience God’s love and we do that in a variety of ways. Firstly we are a welcoming congregation and 

we’d love to see you at our services. Each Sunday we hold an act of worship at 9.30am [except on 1st 

Sunday of month when we meet at 10.00am]. On the 1st and 3rd Sundays our services are more suitable 

for all ages and on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month we usually hold services of Holy Communion. 

When there is a 5th Sunday we usually hold a service of Holy Communion suitable for all ages. On the 

evening of the 5th Sunday we join with other churches in The Schorne 

Team for a Team Service, please see the website for details 

www.schorneteam.co.uk 

Secondly we attempt to keep the church open most of the time so that 

during the week if you need a quiet space to pray and reflect it’s there for 

you.  

 If you feel the need for a private conversation you can always contact me 

or my colleague Revd Janet Bayly and we’re both available to help with 

marriage, baptism and funeral services. 

During Lent we usually hold a series of study groups and they are 

advertised well in advance in our monthly Notices sheet available in 

church. 

We look forward to seeing you 

Jim Gorringe 

 

 
Contact us 

 

Revd. Jim Gorringe  
Tel 01296 670298 

 
christopher.gorringe@btinternet.

com 
 

St Mary’s Church 
Church Street 

North Marston 
MK18 3PH 

 
 

 

http://www.schorneteam.co.uk

